
 

03 July, 2022  Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle 

Said Eucharists– Sunday 8.30am. and 10.00am. Tuesday – 10.30am. 

The 10.00am. service will be live-streamed, and then available on St. Michael’s 

YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-

KJtHzLo0w2CM6RQl_50yg  

Collect          

Almighty and eternal God, who, for the firmer foundation of our faith, allowed 
your holy apostle Thomas to doubt the resurrection of your Son till word and sight 
convinced him: grant to us, who have not seen, that we also may believe and so 
confess Christ as our Lord and our God; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Habakkuk 2: 1–4  

I will stand at my watch-post, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he 
will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint.  Then the LORD answered me 
and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  For there is still a 
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
it will surely come, it will not delay.  Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the 
righteous live by their faith.   For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

Ephesians 2: 19–22  

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the cornerstone.  In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

John 20: 24–29  

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.’  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  
Do not doubt but believe.’  Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them with joy and boldness to preach the 
gospel: by the power of the same Spirit strengthen us to witness to your truth 
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     
Amen. 
 

Forthcoming Activities and Events at St. Michael’s  
Music notes – Sunday July 3rd – from Stephen Wilcox 
Organ alphabet – U is for Under-represented 
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Organ prelude: Samuel Coleridge-Taylor – Melody in G 
During communion: Florence Price - Adoration 
Organ postlude: Samuel Coleridge-Taylor – Alla Marcia from Africa Suite  
This week’s selection of music is by two mixed-race composers who were successful in their lifetimes but who 
have been neglected since. 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912) was born the illegitimate son of the daughter of a farrier, who lived in 
Croydon, and named after the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge. His father, who left the UK before he was born, 
studied medicine in London before returning to his native Sierra Leone, then part of the British Empire. His 
ancestors had been slaves freed by the British after the end of the American War of Independence. 
Coleridge-Taylor himself studied at the Royal College of Music under the church music composer Stanford 
before becoming a professional musician and composer. His most famous work is Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast, 
which was performed hundreds of times in his lifetime, and was presented at the Royal Albert Hall annually in 
a staged setting until the Second World War; it has rarely been revived since 
Melody is one of three short pieces for organ published in 1898, and is a fairly conventional piece of its time. 
Coleridge-Taylor had an increasing interest in the music and culture of Africa, and wrote several pieces 
inspired by this interest, including an African Suite for piano. The Alla Marcia (“In the style of a march”) is the 
first of this suite, arranged for organ by the Yorkshire organist A.E.Hull. 
Florence Price (1887 – 1953) was the daughter of a black dentist and a white music teacher in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. She studied organ and piano at the New England Conservatoire in Boston before moving back to 
Little Rock and marrying a local black lawyer. The family moved to Chicago in 1927 to escape the racial 
segregation in Arkansas. After a divorce, Price played the organ to accompany silent films as well as 
continuing to compose. 
She wrote several symphonies and concertos, as well as a lot of piano music, arrangements of spirituals and 
numerous organ works, mostly not yet published. Most of her music was presumed lost until 2009, when a 
large collection of her music was found in a dilapidated house in Illinois, which she had used as a summer 
home. Like much of her music, Adoration is inspired by the spirituals and other music of black-led churches in 
the US. 
On July 27th, all being well, V will be for Vaughan Williams – the radical atheist whose 150th birthday we 
celebrate this year, and who had a greater influence on music in the Anglican parish church than anyone else 
in the 20th century. 

NAPPY DAYS - North Transept – Wednesday, 06 July– 1.30pm.-3.00pm. 
A church-sponsored drop-in group for parents with new babies, offering a cuppa and a chat with other 
parents. 

REPAIR CAFÉ – Saturday, 02 July – 10.00am. – 1.00pm. 
Sustainable Amersham will be running the first of what it is hoped will be bi-monthly sessions for the repair of 
small electrical items and textiles. Refreshments will be served. 

CRAFTY CUPPA – North Transept – Friday, 08 July – 10.30am. – 11.30am. 
A twice monthly drop-in session for everyone, especially those on their own. If you engage in a craft such as 
knitting or embroidery, bring it with you and enjoy some company while you work. Fancy just a cuppa, or an 
opportunity to chat? Then come along. You will be very welcome. 
By popular demand, Crafty Cuppa is now taking place twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month. 

TRAIDCRAFT STALL –Sunday, 10 July, after the 10.00am. Gathered Round service 
The monthly Traidcraft stall has returned to its former place in the North Transept. A selection of products is 
available on the day. Special orders should be given to Sue Eames, or left in the Office, to ensure availability. 

 “POP IN AND PAINT” – Friday, 05 August – 10.30am. – 12.15pm.  
Join Jenny Thompson and Liz Grammenos from Simpatico. No experience needed – only enthusiasm and 
interest. All materials supplied, but you are welcome to bring your own paints. If you prefer just to come 
along for a chat and to watch the proceedings, that’s fine too!   

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 



The church is open for private prayer, from 10.00am. to 4.00pm. Mon.-Fri. The Lady Chapel has been set aside 
as a quiet space, and the votive candle stand moved into there. 

 

Activities and Events beyond St. Michael’s 

LUNCH BREAK – Amersham Free Church – Tuesday, 05 July- Midday to 2pm.  
Tea, coffee and soup are available throughout. The church is open for quiet reflection and offers a varied 
programme of music, worship, meditation and speakers between 1.10pm. and 1.30pm. This week: TBA 

FREE EXHIBITION AT JORDANS QUAKER MEETING HOUSE – until Sunday, 17 July - Mondays - Saturdays 
10.00am. - 4.00pm. Sundays- 1.00pm. to 4.00pm. 
“Loving Earth Project: Caring for the world we love”: A Textile Panel Art Exhibition 
We all respond to the challenge of climate change in our own way. This exhibition is a set of textile panels 
lovingly made by people of all ages to express their personal responses. Each of them thought of something 
they loved – a place, or a person, a thing – and how climate change and environmental breakdown could 
affect it. Many also thought about what could be done to make positive change, and what they could do to 
help. About 70 of these panels will be on display in the Meeting House for four weeks, and everyone will be 
most welcome to come and visit. There will be postcards, on which you can make your own response in 
words or simple drawings, if you wish, and three workshops during which you can work alongside others to 
plan a panel of your own, with some expert support. There are no entry fees and no booking is required for 
the exhibition. To book for one of the free workshops, please contact: office@jordansquakercentre.org or 
01494 876594. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND VOLUNTEER FAIR – St. Michael’s Square – Saturday, 16 July – 10.00am. – 
1.00pm. 
Want to know what’s happening in Amersham? Information about local groups, organisations and 
volunteering opportunities. 

BEYOND DIFFERENCE – Various locations in July 
Have you ever wondered what happens in another place of worship? Throughout July, guests will be given 
the opportunity to observe a religious service, and then socialise and ask questions, and so deepen 
understanding of each other’s faiths. 
Christian (regular RC mass)– St. Aidan’s Roman Catholic Church, Little Chalfont. Sunday, 03 July. Arrive at 
10.45am. 
Muslim (regular Mosque prayer) – Chesham Mosque, Bellingdon Road, Chesham. Sunday, 10 July. Arrive at 
1.45pm. 
Jewish (regular Sabbath service) – South Bucks Jewish Community, Amersham. Saturday, 16 July. Arrive at 
10.45am. 
For more information, or to register for any of these events, please email info@beyonddifference.org  

MESSAGE FROM BUCKS CC COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT TEAM REGARDING COVID 
BOOSTERS 
If you are housebound and you need your 4th COVID vaccine (sometimes called the Spring Booster), you can 
now have this dose at home.  The Patient Advice Liaison Service (PALS) can book your appointment and let 
the vaccination team at Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust know when to visit you.  (If you are a carer, 
friend, or family member of someone housebound, please share this information with them.) 

Contact PALS: phone: 0800 328 5640 or email: bucksccgs@nhs.net 
PALS will ensure you have all the information you need and answer any questions or concerns. 
More information can be found here: https://www.buckinghamshireccg.nhs.uk/public/your-services/feeling-
unwell/covid-19-vaccination-programme/local-covid-19-vaccination-updates/  
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